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Inserting my voice, 
Sharing in the Conversation

Dr. Sonia Nieto

Dr. Valerie 
Kinloch 

Dr. Yolanda Sealey-Ruiz

Dr. Christine Sleeter

Dr. Ernest Morrell



Today’s Goals

- Discuss Context & Need for Racial Literacy

- Encourage the role of Interrupter in your teaching

- Examine HLP#5 in relationship to Racial Literacy

- Inspire (hopefully) some ideas for your teaching



High Leverage Practice # 5

Implementing norms and routines for classroom 
discourse and work.



A Way In…

- Accept some truths about our society 

- Learn about the concept of Racial Literacy

- Look at Yolanda’s work with Racial Literacy
- Work toward Racial Literacy in teacher education: the 5 

B’s approach



Challenge for Today

“Walls Turned Sideways are Bridges”

-- Angela Davis



Framework for Today

Walls = Obstacles to this work

Bridges = Strategies to combat the obstacles



Racial Literacy for Dangerous Times























Scholars of Racial 
Literacy 



Racial Literacy Scholar Building 
Blocks

- Twine, 2003
- Guiner, 2004
- Rogers & Mosley, 2006
- Skerrett, 2011
- Sealey-Ruiz, 2011 
- Stevenson, 2014



Racial Literacy, Guinier, 2004

Racial Advocates utilize language and action against racism (The 
maintenance of, and acquiescence in, racialized hierarchies governing 
resource distribution).

Racial Advocates display “the capacity to decipher the durable 
racist grammar that structures racialized hierarchies and frames 
the narrative of our Republic. 



Racial Literacy (Sealey-Ruiz, 2011, 
2011a, 2013, 2015, 2016)

Racial Literacy in: 

Teacher Education 

Community Colleges

K-12 Classrooms



Racial Literacy in Education (Sealey-Ruiz, 2011)

Racial literacy is as a skill and practice in which students probe the existence of 
racism, and examine the effects of race and other social constructs and 
institutionalized systems which affect their lived experiences and representation in 
U.S. society. Students with racial literacy are able to discuss the implications of race 
and American racism in edifying and constructive ways. A desired outcome of racial 
literacy in an outwardly racist society like America is for members of the dominant 
racial category to adopt an anti-racist stance, and for persons of color to resist a victim 
stance. 



Humility + Historical Literacy 
=

Racial Literacy



Historical Literacy 
that is Available 
Now



Racial Literacy 
as

Interruption



Racial Literacy promotes a 
“Teaching as Interruption” approach

https://youtu.be/n6n8kuRE9dU



What do we need to interrupt?

Pre-Service Teachers’ 
Answer Garden

https://answergarden.ch/507052



Living and teaching using a 
“Shawshank Redemption” approach

(1994)



You may not tear down the wall, but you can find 
ways to break Through it.



What do we need to 
replace in the gaps of the 

interruptions?

Pre-Service Teachers’ Responses
https://answergarden.ch/507055



Interrupting @ TC

Racial Literacy Roundtable
Racial Literacy Lecture Series



❏ 8 years
❏ Master’s Students
❏ Doctoral Students
❏ Youth
❏ Pre-service Teachers
❏ In-service Teachers





Mr. Rahmell Peebles
Rahmell’s Inferno
December 6, 2017

Dr. Elaine Richardson 
Ph.D to Ph.D.
Spring 2017



Racial Literacy...
- Disrupts Single Stories
- Interrupts the Status Quo
- Insists on Personal Responsibility
- Text as Self
- Requires Action



Racial Literacy 
&

HLP #5 in Teacher 
Education



High Leverage Practice # 5

Implementing norms and routines for 
classroom discourse and work.



The 5 B’s

- Be A Builder of Community
- Be Deliberate with Your Curriculum
- Be Multimodal with Your Curriculum 
- Be Open to Your Students Creativity
- Be An Interrupter



B1: Be A Builder of Community

- Writing for Full Presence
- What’s Trending?

- Poetry as Community Building



B2: Be Deliberate with Your Curriculum

- Archeology of the Self: Racial/Ethnic Autobio 
- Qualitative Study with a Student
- Exploration of Race, Class, Gender, Sexual Orientations 



B3: Be Multimodal with Your Curriculum 

- Immersion: Claymaking Response
- What Is Home?: Collaging Experience
- Critical Conversation Group (online Talks)
- CRP Book Talks (Novel & Theory)



B4: Be Open To Their Creativity

(Un)Final Projects
- Hand crafted picture book (WIF Poems)
- Tarot Card reading/ Exploration of mental illness
- Jenga: Racial Literacy Edition



B5: BE An Interrupter

- Dare to Love
- Dare to Assign Different Types of Projects
- Bring young People to Your Class To Teach (Joshua)



Walls & Bridges?
Jot down activity



Reflections
4 Probes


