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Conclusion: Beginning world
history teachers need to be
truffle hunters and parachutists



Truffle-hunters & Parachutists

“All historians are either parachutists or truffle-
hunters.

The former hangs far above the landscape of
the past, looking for general patterns; the latter
sink their snouts in the tiniest details preserved
in archival documents.

Each has a vital perspective and can often
correct the other.”

LaDurie




In our focus on depth studies
and on DBQ we've ignored the
big picture work needed for
historical coherence.
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Levels, Scales or Big Picture

Tom Holt
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11.1 Students analyze the significant events in the

11.2

and its attempts to realize the philosophy of gg

in the Declaration of Independence.

1.

Describe the Enlightcnmcm and the rise of dem:

context in which the nation was founded.

. Analyze the ideological origins of the American ]

Founding Fathers’ philosophy of divinely bestow
natural rights, the debates on the drafting and ra
Constitution, and the addition of the Bill of Rig

. Understand the history of the Constitution after

on federal versus state authority and growing der

. Examine the effects of the Civil War and Recons

industrial revolution, including demographic shi
gence in the late nineteenth century of the Unite

power.

Students analyze the relationship among the rise

tion, large-scale rural-to-urban migration, and n

from Southern and Eastern Europe.

1.

Know the effects of industrialization on living ar
tions, inciuding the portrayal ofworking conditi

in Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle.

. Describe the changing iandscapc, including the §

linked by industry and trade, and the developme

acco rding to race, cthnicity, and class.

. Trace the effect of the Americanization moveme

. Analyze the effect of urban political machines an

by immigrants and middle-class reformers.

. Discuss corporate mergers that produced trusts a

economic and political policies of industrial lead

. Trace the economic development of the United

gence as a major industrial power, including its g

thdadvantages of its physical geography.

. Anhlyze the similarities and differences between

Social Darwinism and Social Gospel (e.g., using

William Graham Sumner, Billy Sunday, Dwight

12.1  OStudents explain the lundamental principles and moral values ol

12.2

Montesquieu, Niccoldo Machiavelli, and William Blackstonc on the

dcvclopnicnt of American government.

. Discuss the character of American democracy and its promise and

perils as articulated by Alexis de Tocqueville.

. Explain how the U.S. Constitution reflects a balance berween the

classical republican concern with promotion of the public good and
the classical liberal concern with protecting individual rights; and
discuss how the basic premises of liberal constitutionalism and
democracy are joined in the Declaration of Independence as “self-

evident truths.”

. Explain how the Founding Fathers’ realistic view of human nature led

directly to the establishment of a constitutional system that limited
the power of the governors and the governed as articulated in the

Federalist Pa

Ers.

. Describe the systems of separated and shared powers, the role of

organized interests (Federalist Paper Number 10), checks and balances
(Federalist Pa
judiciary (Federalist Paper Number 78), enumerated powers, rule of

er Number 51), the importance of an independent

law, federalism, and civilian control of the military.

. Understand that the Bill of Rights limits the powers of the federal

gOVCl’I]]ﬂCﬂ[ and state govcrnmcnts.

Students evaluate and take and defend positions on the scope and
limits of rights and obligations as democratic citizens, the relation-

ships among them, and how they are secured.

1. Discuss the meaning and importance of each of the rights guaranteed

under the Bill of Rights and how each is secured (e.g., freedom of
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Foster, Ashby &
Lee

Studying frameworks
Students work with
pictures and cards
Organize and describe
Findings:

 Event-like reasoning
 Process-like



Event-like reasoning

Medieval times, Battle of Hastings 1066, William of
Normandy, Shakespeare, King Weard, Henry VI
and his 8 wives Tudors, Stuarts, Queen Elizabeth,
Victoria, Elizabeth 2nd, World War 1 &2, Jack the
ripper, Margaret Thatcher, Gulf War, Cold War,
Vietcong, Vietnam, nuclear bombs, Hollywood,
cinema, cars, planes, the moon, space travel,
Tony Blair, George Bush, Iraqg war, terrorism, Euro
all currency in Europe except [U.K.].

Foster et al. 2008: 26



Causation

“Most historians will go to some lengths to
avoid ‘monocausal explanation’. Almost all
historians are used to the idea that historical
events . . . have several sufficient as well as
necessary causes, any one of which might have
been enough to trigger the event on its own.
Generally, however, they see it as their duty to
establish a hierarchy of causes and to explain if
relevant the relationship of one cause to

another.”
Richard Evans, In Defense of History



« Card sorts -- causation
 Five causes
 Political
« Remote
* |deological
* International
« Personal
 Different events
« 5th graders - MAs
psych & history

Carretaro, et. al.



Discovery of America

Personalistic: Personal motives of Columbus and
Spanish King & Queen

Political: Formation of powerful Spanish nation-state
Economic: Search for new commercial route

Remote: Growth of scientific knowledge, new means
of navigation (compass, astrolabe)

ldeological: Legends, myths, stories of explorers
stirred up curiosity

International: Portuguese voyages to Africa




» Personal trumped all
- No real change, 5"
grade to MA
Carretaro, et. al * Except History MAs
« Situated Personal
» Contextualized by
event

Findings.



Missing perspective







BHP-World History Frame
 |AgeofForagers [AgrarianAge | ModemAge

Years

Dominant system
of producing goods
& services

Way of distributing
goods & services

Forms of energy

Modes of
Communication

Groups in which
people live




Modes of Production Frame

HOW DO YOU SPEND YOUR
TIME?

EAT?

FORAGER: you look for roots

and berries, small

animals,

shellfish, snails and grubs. This

takes most of your

HUNTER-GATHERER:
female, you sctill

time.

if

look for

roortcs

and grubs. If male, you hunt

big gsame
people. You all

in a group of 50—-100
follow the big

animals as they move around.

Nhis takes a few hours per
leisure time.

you have lots of

day

FARMER: you herd animals
and protect them; sow, weed

and gather crops;

bake bread:;

make porridge and weak beer.
A few of you with specialist

knowledge and skills

make

baskets, pottery and clocth. This

nearly all your
lictle leisure.

takes
have

Time: you

WHAT DO you

HOW LONG DO YOU
LIVE?

Whatever you
can find that you
can digest. Often
youwu eat very
fittle.

When lucky you
eat meat. When
tirmes are hard,
it’s back to roots
and snails. When
unlucky, you
starve or eat
other people.

When lucky

you eat meat
and drink milk.
Every day you
eat bread, beans
and porridge.
You store food to
get you through
hard times.

You may be killed at
birth. If not, you are
likely to die before

5 years of age and are
unlikely to live past 2 0.

Youre a bit more likely
to get to 30. If sick or
injured you're likely to
be left behind to starve
or be eaten.

More, but not many, of
you live to 30 or 40.
Yowu may recover from
injuries and sickness
but are more likely to
get sick or be killed

in warfare or in house

fires.

ITNIODODUS T RIAL WORKER: yow

=0 Tto worlk

mine (yvwormen annd men,
and gsirls). Tyou mMmake bricks.

rmrachines.
thinss vwe still

in a factory or =
boys

clothes anmnd ocher
have tcoday. You

have a few hours a wesk for

Yo eagtT rrreatc,
breaod., fresh
vegerables and
Friesic. Yoe Frimik
tea and eat

o few Tthirmness
browughHht from
other coantries.

Most of yowu will live
inNnto yowr forties boz
disecease is o big killer,
especically of chifdremr
aarnder 5. If yots ez old
or innfirryry arnd bhbaove —»ro
Ffarrily willimgs or able
ook after youwu., yowu re

rTo

leisure anmd a few days =&a year ac
the seaside. There are scTill locs
of farmers bur you re&e Mmore

lilckesly Tto worlk inmn a faccory cham

As lomrg as yowu ernlikelfy to live fomngs.

carr vwork and
ecarn rmoney yoos
camnn aflways buay

on the Iamd.

SERVICE WVWORKER: you so

To worlic
<

NMuUurss, vwwait on tables,

in 2 shop. office

restauurant. You teach,
VWwrite |

solve difficules surms or use
coMmpurTters._ A few of you even
sec paid for rcelling jokes or
Pplaying sporc. T hesre are scill
lots of farmers ~who srovw

food amd induscrial

vwho make everyching fromm
cups,
lilkcely Tto s~woric
Ianmnd or
2 factory. TyYou have so much
bored.

eslectricity to paper
Yo uTre Mmoo re
an office chanmn omn othe
inm

leisure oure ofcen

worlcers

buc
im

food and beer.

Youwr ear juank
Ffood arnd fourm
Ffood whiickhH your
buauy from o take-
agway or heaot wp
from fro=crn. You
also ear (and
drimk) far rtoo
rrruckr. Yo rarely
Ffeel hoamngsry arnd
gre rrmrore likely
To be overweight
Than starvings.

AMost of yorr camn expect
o live post 70 or 0O

- - - sanless sormethings
soes wrong! VWwe et
afrrmrost aff cour food
From owverseas AND
world popualatiorn is
Srowins fast.

SO WHIAT COUL D GO
VVWRONNG?Z

YWill thhere be ermnrowuugch
roots and grabs if we
neced e 7

Shemilt, 2013




Columbus and Flat Earth

Year

How was
Columbus
viewed in
colonies or
USA?
Evidence?

What
changed?

What'’s
happening in
US?

What'’s
Happening in
the world?

Bain, 2005




Beginning world history teachers must
explicitly and intentionally shift their
scales/levels of analysis and create
cognitive tools to help students.

My conclusion. . .



TE challenges

« Make scale and levels thinking visible

« Explicitly and intentionally “scale” shift —
make parachutists and truffle-hunters
teachers personas

 ldentify signhature and effective pedagogical
tools and practices

« Make these public, with evidence of their
Impact.



Privileging the macro level . . . yields atrophied,
Ifeless, passionless depictions [of human

nistory]

|solating micro-level phenomena, on the other
hand, renders human behavior simply
unknowable.

Holt, 1995, p.100
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